Date: 8 Nov. 2024
Town of Amsterdam,

Over the years there have been multiple MVAs on McKay

Rd., Town of Amsterdam, between the Town Line and Golf Course
Rd. They have been especially numerous below McDonald Drive.
On that road, halfway to Golf Course Rd., there is encountered a
deep serpentine dip through which drivers loose sight of the road
ahead. They either tend to accelerate or fail to slow down. Over
correcting as they rise out of the dip, leads to the MVAs. The
result has been multiple MVAs on the our front lawns. Some
MVAs are alcohol related.

There have been serious injuries requiring medivac to Albany
Medical Center.

Leaving and entering our driveways is tantamount to playing
Russian Roulette.

| am petitioning to have the speed limit reduced from 45 mph to

30 mph (at least below McDonald Drive).

Thank you for your consideration,

Gus Kappler, MD, FACS



Attachments:
a) Power Point presentation
b) Explanation of ppt presentation

c) Petition from homeowners to reduce the speed limit to 30
mph on McKay Rd

d) FOIL report from the Montgomery Sheriff's Office.
FOIL report from New York State Police is pending.

e) News Paper report on first MVA (Slide 11).



Date: 8 Nov, 2024
Town of Amsterdam,
Slide (1): Potential Disasters on MCKay Rd.

Slide (2) and (3): At least one or two times a week |
experience nears misses exiting Driveway #2,
whether it be heading North or South. Vehicles
first appear rising out of the DIP at 216 feet from
my driveway’s exit. At 45 mph, | have 3.28
seconds to exit. This situation carries
unreasonable risk of injury or death.

At 30 mph, the time interval improves to almost
5.0 seconds.

Entering driveway #2 is equally dangerous.
Approaching from the South, | must come to a full
stop before accelerating into a turn to enter
without engaging a South bound vehicle. It’s the
same 216 feet with 3.28 seconds of safety at 45
mph.

Slide (4): A 90% risk of sever injury at 46 mph
Compared to a 50% risk of injury at 31 mph

A 50% risk of death at 42 mph
Compared to a 25% risk of death at 32 mph.



Slide (5): Driveways #1, #2, #3, #4 are most vulnerable to
risk.

Excessive speed, Alcohol, and Drugs contribute
to the risk of MVVAs with injury.

Slide (6): Self explanatory

Slide (7): Please play the video.
It records traveling South on McKay Rd. into the

Dip. In this direction there is BLIND entrance and
exit from the Dip.

Slide (8): It is only 216 feet from first sighting the roof of a
vehicle until it is upon driveways #2 and #3.

That’s a 3.82 second safety margin at 45 mph.

Slide (9): Please play the video.
Vehicles erupting from the Dip at various

speeds. Note the Driveway locations a the end
of the video.

Slide (10): MVAs the Montgomery County Sheriff's Office
responded to over a 10 year period. There are

5 categories (my definition).



Slide (11): Excessive speed, DWI, Marijuana,
Over Correcting, Serious Injury, Just over
216 feet from the Dip’s exit. Please note
Driveways #2 and #3.

Slide (12): September 2024. Same scenario. The green
curved line traces the vehicles uncontrolled
excursion. It came to rest at the green X. The
mailbox, blue X, was destroyed.

There would have been fatalities if the vehicle
had crashed into that huge tree. They were
very lucky their path went around.

Again, please note Driveways #2 and #3.
The speed check was not there at the time.

Slide (13): A 90% risk of sever injury at 46 mph
Compared to a 50% risk of injury at 31 mph

A 50% risk of death at 42 mph
Compared to a 25% risk of death at 32 mph.

Slide (14): Please reduce the speed limit to curtail the
number of MVAs and the possibility of severe
injury and death.

Slide (15): Communication with DOT



Slide (16): This AP was utilized to calculate distance
covered at a specific mph.

Thank you for your consideration,

Gus Kappler, MD, FACS



Resident’s Petition To Reduce The
Speed Limit on McKay Rd. To 30 mph.

For the laws and precedents email
guskappler@yahoo.com
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